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of graduate work at Marshall College, an 
eres pacn aks . have students accept as major projects 
the study of current educational problems in and around their 
respective school districts or those in the state as a whole. 
Coupled with this was the conviction that the rapid disappear- 
ance of primary source materials and records made it neces- 
sary that if a full history of education in the state was ever 
to be written, many shorter histories of counties, schools, and 
contributing organizations must be prepared by persons best 
suited for this purpose—those closely connected with them 
and who have an abiding interest in the project. Many of 
these have been prepared and are now in manuscript form 
in the college library. These students were all urged to pre- 
pare papers on these studies for publication, so that those 
interested in the history of education in the state might have 
the facts at hand. The subject of one of these studies was 
the Jackson County private normal schools, which was chosen 
for two reasons, i. e., this county had extensive experience 
with these schools and records were available to a degree 
at least. A story on normal schools in this county will be 
much the same as that in any other county similarly fortunate. 
Morley Q. Parsons' made extensive study of this problem 
and was urged to write such a history for publication. Not 
being interested, his data are used in this paper and credit 
is here given for the original work. 





The first teacher training institution in America was opened 
om March 11, 1823, by Samuel Read Hall in Concord Corners, 
Vermont.’ At first the students met at his house, then they 
moved to # vacant room over one of the local stores, That 
summer co-operative citizens built a t brick school- 
house with the dimensions of thirty-ove ep wen feet. 
Hall was also the pastor of the Congregational Church of the 
town, The sole purpose of this school waa to prepare 
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mis schoo! for demonstration and practice teaching 

the subsequent description of summer no i S 
; In County, it can be seen that there we Gee in 
jarities and a few differences to this crude beginning. Alth 
normal schools in Jackson County began much later than 1823, 
it has been fairly well established that such schools exi; 
in the county before 1890. Their peak was reached just be- 
fore the beginning of World War I. This study deals mai ly 
with schools operating during the period that the state uni- 
form examination was in force. 


Summer normal schools in Jackson County were taught with 
ene primary purpose. This purpose was to prepare the teach- 
ers and prospective teachers who attended them to pass ex- 
aminations for certification. 


Only a few of the teachers of these summer normals are 
still living. Very few of the living have kept any records of 
their schools, except in their minds. There were no reports 
required by local school administrators or the State Depart- 
ment of Education, so very few records were kept except for 
the payment of tuition. In a few years all the teachers of 
normal schools will have disappeared from the scene. If no 
record is made, the normal school will become a memory. 


In Jackson County no newspapers were preserved between 
the years of 1900 and 1911, when the normal school movement 
was really gaining momentum. The county superintendents’ 
reports to the state superintendents made no mention of nor- 
mal schools, and the State Superintendents’ Reports left out 
the subject entirely. Histories of education compiled by the 
State Department of Education never gave any evidence of 
the existence of such schools, 


These schools, like the “monitorial schools” of a century 
curler, served » purpose and made a contribution 
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THE RIPLEY NORMAL SCHOOL . 
meeting of the Board of Education of Ripley 
Independent District of Jackson County, on July 20, 1903, 
A. Le was first hired as principal of the Ripley Graded 
School,’ After teaching one term of school at Ripley, Mr. 
Lee saw the chance to organize & teacher training institution 
there because of the central location and the current demand 
for help in passing the state uniform examinations. On Octo- 
ber 30, 1903, the Board of Education acted on his request for 
permission to use the graded school building for a summer 
school, This building was the only one in Ripley Independent 
District, and the action of the Board was as follows: 


Proff. Lee granted priveledge [privilege] to use the school build- 
ing the coming summer for school purposes.* 


The first term of Ripley Normal School in the spring of 

1904 was successful in that eighty-one of the students en- 

rolled received certificates.’ No records are available as to 

| the actual number of students this first year, No difficulties 
were encountered the two beginning years, 1904 and 1905, 

but opposition developed when permission was requested to 

ol the building for the 1906 term, The opposition centered 

t the permission to use the building, since it was going 


| to be moved durin, room erection 
# the summer to make 
- # bew building. The new larger building bees made 
brick, while the old building was a wooden frame 
Guile overcrowded during the winter term of ve anal 


Tn a special 
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one member of the three-member board voted against it: 


ted to the Board of Education on December 26, 


The board having decided and determined to permit A. Ss. 
to use the public school building for a summer school to con- 
ducted by him to commence on May 14, 1906, and to continue in 
session for ten consecutive weeks thereafter: It is upon motion 
ordered that the board bet [sic] and doth let to said A. S. Lee 
said public school building for the purpose aforesaid from said 
May 14, 1906, and until the 19th of July, 1906, with the provisions 
that the board shall and does reserve the right to move said public 
school building at any time they think necessary to any place 
upon said public school building’s lot during any time between 


said May 14, 1906 and to July 19, 1906.¢ 


Albert Sherman Lee was born December 2, 1866, near Har- 
rietsville, Noble County, Ohio.” He was one of the later ar- : 
rivals in a large farm family. He attended elementary and 
high schools at Harrietsville. He acquired a life certificate 
from Marietta College as reported by his widow, but the col- 
lege does not have any record to verify this statement.’ He 
attended Marshall College, and finally received his Bachelor’s 
degree in education in 1926 from Morris Harvey College, then 
located at Barboursville. 


To A. S. Lee the essential qualifications of*the successful 
teacher were scholarship, professional training, and love for 
children.” Also required for success in teaching, as in any 
other calling, were those special traits of patience, self-control, 
‘ndustry, cheerfulness, courtesy, tact, and honesty. By scholar- 
sip Mr, Lee included a “thorough knowledge of the subjects 
‘ugh! together with a clear conception of how that knowl- 
tdge may be eequired.”"* In professional training he included 


of teaching and the art of teaching. By the science 











the three essentials... the gre’ 
is not aympathetteally a ted with eee 
in them the future possibilities of en eo 
has not faith in their success, who canni seat ice son 
his own childhood life, who has no real love sympathy 


, 
little children, cannot be a good teacher. . . .' 


Mr. Lee believed that education was a three-fold bsg 
ment. In order of importance, he classified development 
good health as first, positive moral character as second, ang 
“a mind characterized by power and discipline” as third. 


He accepted the five steps used in the Herbartian method 
of developing a lesson as the formal steps in the process of 
instruction.'" These steps are (1) preparation, (2) presenta- 
tion, (3) comparison, (4) generalization, and (5) application. 
He was careful, however, to impress on his readers and stu- 
dents that preparation was not just text-book study, but 
preparation of a receptive mind on the part of the learner for 
the new ideas the teacher might want to present. 


He had this to say about punishment for students: 


+» Breat tact is required . . . the punishment should be related 
to the offense, when possible. Corporal punishment should be 
inflicted only in cases of open rebellion, and not then when any 
other remedy will correct the wrong-doing. Corporal punishment 


: _ becoming unpopular. . , . It is better to rule by love than 
fear.’ 


The opinion he had of our State Normal Schools is inter- 


The purpose of the State Normal is to 
train teachers in the art 
ot teaching school, 
Sentenie Gn ne State Normals of West Virginia do more 


Columbus Willard Lee was bo; 
rm on a f 
es le County, Ohio, in 1969,'* : ieee 








(4) There should be more school revenue from the state. 
(5) Education alleviates social disorders, 


(6) There should be a great feeling of responsibility among 
teachers, 


(7) Fraternal spirit among teachers should be fostered, 


(8) West Virginia should be a leading state in the field ef edu- 
cation. 


(9) Do not depend on the past, look to your future, 


Tt is also interesting to note what C. W. Lee thought the 
County Superintendent should do, as expressed in the same 
article as above; ”° 


(1) The superintendent should manage and superintend all 
schools of the county. 

(2) He should be a social leader and help solve the social and 
moral problems of the county. 

(3) He should have an expert knowledge of farming. 

(4) The Superintendent should visit all schools, 


Several teachers served as assistants to the Messrs. A, 
Most prominent of these was Miles TI. Lee, 
nephew of A. 8. Lee and a cousin of C. W. Lee. Miles Lee 
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County Superintendent's files. 

Cabell County teacher’s report, Miles Lee | 
Beis aiecaee ens Commercial College” and B 
Commercial College before receiving his Bachelor of 
degree from Morris Harvey College in 1928. This Mr. L 
was about fifteen years younger than the other two, but 
died earlier than either of the others. 


Other teachers who helped the Lees were of minor import- 
ance. Shirley Donnelly helped during the term of 1917 when 
C. W. Lee was in the real estate business.” Donnelly was 
studying for the ministry along with his teaching. He served 
with considerable ability in the Chaplains’ Corps of the United 
States Army in both World Wars, obtaining the rank of colonel 
during his recent service. He is now pastor of the Crab Or- 
chard Baptist Church and resides at Oak Hill, West Virginia. 


There was also a professor Kihle, from Ohio, W. L. McKown 
from Ravenswood, L. T. Tustin of Charleston, and several of 
the students who were especially proficient in one subject. 


The success of a summer normal school, such as Ripley Nor- 
mal School, was measured by the number of students in at- 
tendance and their accomplishments in subsequent uniform 
examination. A. S. Lee estimated that the number of students 
#ttending averaged around two hundred per year in a letter 
written to Roscoe H. Carder when he was securing a history 
of Jackson County schools in 1937.2 In the table in Figure I 
are all the available data on the certificates issued and the 
sounties and states represented by students, No accurate fig- 
“es ae to representation or certification are available for the 
years of 1915 to 1918. A total of 1,594 certified teachers had 
been produced by 1913," the 252 certified in 1914, makes 
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oe number of teachers produced by th 
School. Beginning in the autumn of 1913, the 
School initiated a course of study by mail’” 


ber of teachers served by the school practically unob 
from that time on until the close of the school in 1918. 


The majority of the teachers and prospective teachers 
tending Ripley Normal School was from Jackson County 
cause of the proximity of the school. The other counties in 
order of representation are listed in Table IL This table is 
by no means complete because all of the students’ names and 
addresses were not available, but it is only indicative of the 
years of 1911 through 1915, and for 1917. A total of thirty- 
eight of the fifty-five counties are represented, and not shown 
om the table are three counties from the state of Ohio, 







TABLE I 
RECORD OF RIPLEY NORMAL SCHOOL 1904 TO 1914°° 
Year Counties States Certificates 
of of W. Va. represented issued to 
School represented students 
ins 5 West Virginia 81 
es 7 West Virginia 115 
isos 8 West Virginia 118 
ier i" West Virginia 125 
ce 6 West Virginia 168 
iow 21 West Virginia 217 
me a West Virginia 200 
is = West Virginia, Ohio 
oe m Wost Virginia, Ohio 
wee ne West Virginia, Ohio 2M 
ee =» West Virginia, Ohio Phy 


TASES 


i 


Boone 13 

‘Monongalia 13 Mineral 
Marion 12 Nicholas 
Tyler 10 Ohio 
Cabell 9 Taylor 


Among outstanding individuals who attended Ripley Nor- 
mal School are those listed below: 


Prof. D. L. Haught, Davis and Elkins College and President for- 
merly of Glenville State Teachers College; Prof. John C. Shreve, 
Palrmont State College; L. T. Tustin, Ex-State Supervisor of Rural 
Schools; Edgar B. Sims, State Auditor of West Virginia; Miss 
Greek Sayre, West Virginia University. 





These are only a few of many, but representative of the men 
ami wornen who attained success after attending the school. 
Together with these people, we must list the fact that there 
ae scores of lawyers, doctors, dentists, preachers, county of- 
Scials, and other prominent people of this and other states. 
As an example of the personal appreciation and school 
sym se Alumni Asseciation with L. T. Tustin as president 
John Reynolds of Charleston as secretary, held 
Semel reunions from 1929 through several years. Thousands 
Teeaients attended these reunions as is evidenced by 
Piiwrm that were taken during the get-togethers The re- 
im weve terminoted after the death of CW. Lee in Ibe 
SF mete The Santer ison sn 











Ripley Normal School was taught three terms during each 
summer of its existence, except for a few years when the 
regular school term extended too nearly to the date of the 
Gest state uniform examination in the spring. Uniform exam- 
inations were held about the first week of April, the second 
week of June, and the second week of August during each 
year. Ripley Normal School set up its schedule so that each 
ight-lo-ten-week term would conclude with a uniform ex- 
amination. The school day was from nine o'clock in the 
®erning until four o'clock in the afternoon, with one hour 
of for lunch, and no other breaks during the day. 


‘The tuition was calculated on the basis of one dollar per 
werk per student with certain provisions, When a student 
Wet able and desired to pay in advance for a complete term, 
Ne could get 2 emall deduction. When two or more members 
@ the same family were enrolled, the rate was reduced for 
“10 trey Eince the school was located in an 
— he Lattion was frequently accepted in foodstuff, 
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The subjects taught in Ripley Normal School were identical 
with the subjects taken in the state uniform examination: 
ie; 


Arithmetic 
Penmanship 
Bookkeeping 
Orthography 
Agriculture 
Physiology 

General History 
United States History 
West Virginia History 







Grammar 
Theory and Art of Teaching 


In an advertisement in the West Virginia yc 
end Educator in March, 1916, the objectives of 


School are outlined clearly as (1) Scholarship, (2) Profes- 


was made that students from Ripley Normal not only got 
feed positions, but “what is better, they hold them.” 


A. &. Lee wrote in The M , in 
ctia mt: lountaineer, the edition of Janu- 





private Normat Scroous ty West Vinarta 79 
The Lees and their assistants taught by lecturing and by 
he question and answer method. They would give written 
for each day's lesson in advance in each subject, 

y the professors would call on their students to 
recite orally the answers to the assigned questions. Sometimes 
the answers could be given very briefly, but the student was 
required to rise to his feet for each recitation, Occasionally 
the answer required the student to go to the blackboard to 
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devotion to work and progressive spirit that has characterizeq } 
the school in the past. 

The courses taught by the Lees were primarily based on 
the “Condensed Series” edited and published by A. S. Lee, 
but the students were not required to buy these texts. The 
books used throughout the state in the common school subjects 
were the basis of the work taught in Ripley Normal School.** 
The textbooks commonly used in the common schools at that 
time are listed below: 


Ray's (third part) Arithmetic 
Cutter’s 





The “Condensed Series” was a set of thirteen i 


on the subjects found in the state uniform examinations. 


sent several years in preparing these 
he was teaching in the state of Ohio. ‘The 


privats Norma Scnoors Im Wes nt 
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obtainable during the winter months 
— employed in the public schools, ae the teac 
ees the course of study by mail had a five-folq ee by the 
am: 


(1) Reaches your study room and 
(2) Provides for educational sep ees: 
while teaching. professional tr, 
(3) Goes with you every day to the schoolroo: ae 
difficulties to vanish. m and causes aang, 
(4) Harmonizes your private study and 
gaily class work, and gives system, yous Preparation for 
(S) Lays the foundation for that s vitality to both, 
resourcefulness that makes — i 7. 
only easy, but a 
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Stout, F. P. Harris, and G. W. Holswade for the Methodist 
Protestant Church and R. A. Hitt, Virgil A. Lewis, and J. @. 
Warner for the United Brethren Church.’ The town of Ravens- 
wood through H. B. Hoyt, a representative of the citizen’s 
committee, agreed to donate $6,000 to be used in the erection 
of suitable buildings, At a later date the churches made ar- 
rangement to raise another $6,000 and planned to erect a 
$12,000 building. a 


The faculty of this college was Virgil A. L 
F. P. Harris, head of faculty; Charles 
sistant; Ottie Mae Hitt, second ¢ 












The Ripley Summer School, not to be confused with the 


eter hy Normal School was or, 
, ‘ganized in 1899 Ripley 

lane, earbalize, who was principal of the Ripley greet 

: time, The purpose of the school was teacher 
Seining A teint °° April 10, 1890, and continued for tox 
— for tant? "evlew of the common schoo! breseken 
: Bren ‘eacher’s examination, and a review of the 
8 Seems A ty, 
= a 
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pranches. H.C, Ferguson, no 

ton, and an ex-county examiner, ren’ hed chan at Charles- 
Jaw school of West Virginia University, was in si from the 
tory and Civil Government. Oberholtzer, whe oe of His- 

experience in practical bookkeeping gab ia = had three 
subject. Miss Mae Parsons, who had received s eae of that 
from Marshall College, was in charge of pr pecial training 
garten instruction. imary and kinder- 
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Walker Morgan was director of this school. It was small, 
having about twenty students, but effective; and it was defi- 
nitely taught in 1917" and 1918.” 

Parsons" indicated that: 


The greatest effect of normal schools on Jackson County was 
the creation of an intense interest in education and particularly 
in the profession of teaching. Since Jackson County up to this 
time had been entirely agricultural, then the only open vocation 
besides farming was that of teaching school. The demand for 
teachers in the counties surrounding Jackson was high. When 
the students had no other schools to attend after finishing the 
common school, naturally the summer normals aled \ 
After attending a summer normal the state 1 











, 
by requiring work from colleges bene 
before a teacher ¢ 
the unform examination for a first grade. 


privars Normat Scuoo.s tv Wesr Viner, 


put the presence of normal schools increased their chances 
for self-improvement. Many teachers would not have had 
the initiative to study on their own, but the summer normal 

school created a situation where they could be given a logical 
course of training which they must study to achieve. 


The art of teaching was improved through the instruction 
of experienced teachers in the summer schools. All the teach- 
ers who taught normals were those who had had co: 

and had qualified in one way or another for 
obtainable grade by unife 
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